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SAFETY TIPSFOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

The Missouri Insurance Information Service cautions that crowded shopping malls, streets and parking

lots can provide ample opportunity for theft during the holiday season.

In order to help Missourians enjoy a safer holiday season, the insurance industry offers the following
advice:

=  Park your car in abrightly lit, well-traveled area. Be sureto lock your car and take the keys with
youl.

= Place your purchasesin the trunk or at least out of sight.

= Avoid shopping alone. Peoplein pairsor groups are less likely to be attacked than individuals
traveling aone.

= Take only the money you'll need if you' re paying for purchases with cash.

= If you're paying with a charge card, make sureit is returned to you by the clerk.

= Get your car keys ready before you walk to the parking area. Juggling packages while you look for
your keys may make you atarget for athief.
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Keep in mind that Christmas trees and decorations require special carein order to avoid afireloss. Here

are some holiday home safety tips:

= Makesurealive Christmastreeis fresh before you buy it. If the needlesfall off when you shakeit,
you should probably look for another tree.

= Put your livetreein asturdy stand and water it daily.

=  Keep thetree away from candles, fireplaces, space heaters, electrical appliances and other heat
sources that can ignite thetree or dry it out. Never use lighted candles as Christmas tree decorations.

= Keep holiday candles away from open windows, drapes and flammable materials.

= Be sure the decorations you put on the tree are not flammable and that all tree lights have been
approved by arecognized testing laboratory.

= Unplug al treelights while you're away from home or sleeping.
= Check all sockets, wiring and bulbs before using them. Replace them if they are worn or rusted.
= Have asafe and happy holiday season!

Missouri Insurance Information Service is a public information organization representing insurance

companies in Missouri.
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